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Title Reflexivity in research: PhD workshop on field relations and
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ECTS namsstig 2 (+1 eyka, um eftirumhugsanargrein verdur latin inn eftir skeidid)

ECTS 2 (+1 extra if post-reflection paper is submitted after the course)

Fortreytir Ph.d.-lesandi og masterlesandi, sum hava zetlanir um ella eru farin
undir at fyrireika eina ph.d.-verkaetlan i samfelagsvisindum ella
hugvisindum. Lesandi skulu hava lokid masternam ella vera um at
koma 4 mal vid ndminum. Lesandi skulu lata inn triggjar sidur av
undanumhugsni.

Prerequisites PhD students or Master’s students contemplating or preparing a
PhD project in the fields of social sciences or humanities. Students
must have completed a Master’s degree or be at the late stage of
their Master’s education. Students are required to submit a 3 page
pre-reflection paper

Stig ph.d.

Level PhD

Endamal Endamalid vid skeidnum er, vid at kjakast um békmentir, vio
fyrilestrum og vid egnari umhugsan um vidurskifti 4 gkinum, at visa
a og kjakast um tydningin av refleksiviteti, baedi ta i0 drslit av
arbeidi 4 gkinum skal leggjast til reettis, Utinnast ella greinast. Vit
leggja dent & at visa, at granskarar ongantid bara kunnu vera "flugan
4 vegginum” { feltarbeidi. T4 i0 henda fortreytin fyri feltarbeidi er
gbokend, er endamalid vid skeidnum at skilja, hvussu tilikt tilvit um
tina egnu stgdu { feltinum kann hugsast inn { samladu
granskingargongdina, fra snidgeving av kanningini, innsavning av
tilfari, greining og at enda midlan av urslitunum.

The purpose of the course is - through discussions of readings,
lectures, and own reflections on field relations - to illustrate and




Purpose discuss how reflexivity is important in both planning, executing, and
analysing the results of engagements with the field. We focus on
how researchers can never be simply ‘flies on the wall’ during
fieldwork. Accepting this as a premise for doing fieldwork, the
purpose of the course is to understand how such consciousness
about own positions in the field can be thought into the entire
research process, from research design, data collection, analyses,
and subsequent presentation of results.

Innihald Skeidid fevnir um hesi hgvudsevni:

e Atkanna sambandid millum itgkiligu feltarbeidinum og meira
urtgkiligu astgdiligu og hattlagsligu hugsanirnar.

e Atvidgera spurningar hja einstgku skeidsluttakarunum og egnu
stgdu teirra i mun til luttakarar { kanningum, og hvussu
hattalagslig umhugsan skapar fortreytir fyri at framleida
kvalitativt tilfar.

e Atkanna, hvussu vit sum einstaklingar hava okkara egnu
serstgku stgdu { mun til evnini, sum verda kannad, og gkini, sum
spurt verour um.

e AtKkjakast um, hvat ein etisk haldbar kanning er, og hvussu
komast kann fram til greiningarurslit, sum eru viokomandi fyri
félkini ella stovnarnar, hvers veruleiki verour kannaour.

e Atkjakast um og umhugsa, hvussu sambond kunnu flyta seg ella
broytast gjggnum kanningargongdina, hvussu sambond {
feltarbeioi kunnu skipast, og hvussu arbeidast kann vid teimum
gjggnum kanningargongdina.

Content The course comprises the following main topics:

e Examining the link between concrete fieldwork and more
abstract theoretical and methodological assumptions.

e Addressing questions of individual course participant’s own
position vis-a-vis research participants and how methodological
reflections establish the premises for producing qualitative
material.

e Examining how we are individually positioned in relation to
research subjects and fields of inquiry.

e Discussing ethically sound research and reaching analytic
conclusions of relevancy for the people and organisations whose
realities are being investigated.

e Discussing and reflecting on how relational positionalities might
slide or change during the research process and how field
relations can be systematically approached and worked with
through the research process.

Laeru- og Skeioid er skipad sum verkstova. Tad merkir, at luttakarar skulu leggja

undirvisingarheettir | fram og kjakast um framlggur hja gorum luttakarum. Harumframt
fevnir skeidio um nakrar stuttar fyrilestrar um refleksivitet og
feltstgOur, sum eru eetladir til iblasturs. Luttakarar skulu lata inn
triggjar sidur vio undanumhugsni, 4drenn skeidid byrjar. Taer
hugsanirnar verda nyttar til at seta saman boélkar, sum skulu gera
bélkaarbeidi 4 verkstovuni.

Learning and

teaching approaches

The course has a workshop format, which means that participants will
be required to present and discuss each other’s work. In addition, the




course consists of a few brief inspirational lectures on reflexivity and
field positions. Participants are required to submit a pre-reflection
paper of max 3 pages, prior to course commencement. Based on pre-
reflection papers, groups are formed for group work during the
workshop.

Laeruirtgka

Learning outcomes

Ta skeidio er lokid, skal tann lesandi verdur fgr/-ur fyri at:

e Lysa og meta um fortreytirnar fyri at gera kvalitativt feltarbeidi
og serliga umhugsa kritiskt, hvgrja avirkan tad hevur, at
granskarin hevur samband vio feltio.

e Staofesta og reflektera um sambond millum hattalagsligu og
astgoiligu karmarnar, sum arbeitt verdur vid

e Meta um sina egnu stgdu { sambandi vid granskingarluttakarar
og hugsa um, hvussu hetta samband avirkar itgkiliga
feltarbeidio.

e Greida fra og kjakast um, hvussu egnar hattalagsligar
umhugsanir skapa fortreytirnar fyri at framleida kvalitativt
tilfar

e Greida fra og kjakast um etisku sidurnar av hattalagnum og
framleidsluna av visindaligari/akademiskari vitan { heila tikio.

On completion of the course, students can demonstrate ability to:

e Describe and assess the premises for doing qualitative
fieldwork, and in particular reflect critically on the effects of
researcher engagement with the field.

e I[dentify and reflect on the links between their methodological
and theoretical frameworks

e Assess their own position vis-a-vis their research participants
and reflect on how this relationship impacts concrete
fieldwork

e Explain and discuss how their methodological reflections
establish the premises for producing qualitative material

e Explain and discuss the ethical dimensions of methodology and
the production of scientific/academic knowledge in general.

Provtgkuhattur

Assessment methods

Virkin luttgka og munnlig framlgga av undanumhugsanargrein.
Valmgguleiki: Eftir at verkstovan er lidug, kunnu luttakararnir lata
eina eftirumhugsanargrein inn (5-10 sidur), har greitt verdur fra
hattalagsligum hugsanum { sambandi vid sina ph.d.-verkaetlan.
Evstamark at lata inn slika grein er tveer vikur eftir skeidid, og ein av
undirvisarunum a skeidnum fer at geva eina skrivliga eftirmeting.

Active participation and oral presentation of pre-reflection paper.
Optional: After the workshop, participants are invited to submit a ‘post-
reflection paper’ (5-10 pages) outlining methodological considerations
for their PhD thesis. Deadline for submission will be two weeks after
the course and written feedback will be provided by one of the course
lecturers.

Provdgming

Examination

Innanhysis

Internal examination

Proévtalsstigi

Stadio / ikki stadio




Grading scale Pass / Fail

Lestrarlisti Bdékmentalisti verdur utflyggjadur, 40renn skeidid byrjar.

Bibliography Bibliography will be made available prior to course commencement.
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